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with coarse fare, wore them out so fast that few lived more
than four years.
Vagrancy and begging were forbidden. There was a house
of correction for such people. It had 149 inmates, employed
in carding, spinning, and weaving. The rooms and passages
were airy and spacious, and the house well supplied with water
from a constantly running stream. The officer in charge, Count
Pergen, was humane and on the alert to make improvements.
He kept a journal, containing carefully recorded statistics about
the prisoners.
The tower for lunatics was kept clean, but owing to structural
defects the passages had a very offensive atmosphere.
In the suburbs there was a general hospital; twenty beds in
every ward, with three feet and a table between each bed.
Every ward was furnished with basins and towels, and great
attention was paid to cleanliness. Three nurses were assigned
to each ward, along with a room of moderate size, with a fire-
place, for washing and other purposes. The roof had corridors
which, unfortunately, were glazed, so that the escape of foul
air was prevented. There was a lying-in section of twelve neat
rooms, furnished with child-bed linen, a toilet, and tea-things.
All in this department was clean, calm, and quiet. " Women
were admitted at any hour, through a private door, and no
questions asked." The cheapest rooms were ten kreutzer a
day (about twopence-halfpenny). The best rooms were a florin
(two shillings).
The Frankfort house of correction was well managed. The
inmates were kept hard at work, cement-making. Half of
Saturday was given up to cleaning the apartments. There was
an allowance of good bread and beer, soup twice a week, meat
on Sundays and Wednesdays. There was a chapel, and a room
in which the governors met twice a week. Ladies inspected
the house, and its regulations were published.
At Aix-la-Chapelle the execution for citizens was by decol-
lation with a broadsword. The execution was concealed from
public view by a scaffolding round the spot where it was per-
formed. In Holland criminals were still executed by being